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Life    is    suite    in    Aubuchon 


By  Brian  Gelinas 

New  and  returning  students 
were  in  for  a  pleasant  surprise  as 
they  settled  into  FSC's  Aubuchon 
Hall  during  the  past  week  and  a 
half.  The  residence  hall  was  the 
recipient  of  an  approximately  $1 
million  face-lift  over  the  summer. 
The  renovations  were  initiated 
through  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
college's  Campus  Living  division 
and  the  Massachusetts  State  Col- 
lege Building  Authority,  which 
issued  bonds  to  fund  the  project. 
The  result  was  a  complete  overhaul 
of  the  building's  interior.  In  just  10 
short  weeks,  the  living  quarters 
were  transformed  from  a  traditional 
hotel-like  dormitory  arrangement  to 
one  of  self-contained,  multi-resi- 
dent suites. 

"There  has  not  been  any  type  of 
renovation  of  Aubuchon  Hall  and. 
due  to  [its]  age,  it  was  time  for 
upgrading  the  facility,"  said  Kath- 
leen Simons,  dean  of  students. 
Campus  Living  is  a  component  of 
her  department  and  is  headed  by 
Jay  Bry,  assistant  dean  of  students. 
Bry  and  his  staff  were  responsible 
for  coordinating  the  many  aspects 
of  the  project,  along  with  the 
MSCBA.  This  involved  participa- 
tion, on  Bry's  part,  in  the  planning 
and  designing  stages,  as  well  as  in 
construction  management.  Howev- 
er, Bry  said  he  and  his  staff  did  not 
play  a  major  role  in  the  construc- 
tion phase  itself.  "The  role  of  the 


housing  facility  staff  was  to  empty 
and  prepare  the  building  in  four 
days  for  the  contractor  in  the 
spring,  and  then  to  clean  and  pre- 
pare the  building  for  the  fall  open- 
ing after  the  construction." 

Aside  from  age,  Simons  said  the 
decision  to  renovate  Aubuchon  Hall 
also  stemmed  from  a  greater  stu- 
dent demand  for  personal  space, 
and  general  complaints  about  the 
building's  overall  run-down  condi- 


students  preferred  more  suite-style 
housing  options. 

To  accommodate  this,  Marlbor- 
ough Construction  of  Fitchburg  was 
hired  to  reconfigure  Aubuchon's 
two  wings  of  clustered  bedrooms 
into  a  multitude  of  eight-bedroom 
suites.  Each  suite  was  designed 
with  a  common-area  living  room, 
and  a  shared  bathroom  and  storage 
area.  New  bedroom  and  suite 
lounge  furniture  was  purchased, 


Point  staff  photo 


Bill  Lundy,  building  director  of  Aubuchon  Hall,  takes 
a  seat  in  one  of  the  new  lounges. 


tion.  "Students  had  a  number  of 
opportunities  to  provide  their  input, 
[and]  the  Residence  Hall  Associa- 
tion was  consulted  early  on  [regard- 
ing] renovation  plans." 

In  addition,  she  said,  Campus 
Living  conducted  a  two-year  hous- 
ing satisfaction  survey  to  solicit 
student  opinion.  The  results  of  that 
survey  indicated  that  most  resident 


along  with  new  furniture  for  the 
public  lounge  areas;  and  all  interior 
finishes  were  redone. 

"For  students  it  means  more  pri- 
vacy and  greater  control  of  private 
space,"  said  Simons.  "It  means  that 
a  suite  of  eight  will  form  bonds 
similar  to  a  family."  Although,  she 
added,  it  may  pose  some  challenges 


for  Aubuchon's  Residence  Assis- 
tants. 

Traditionally,  it  is  the  job  of  the 
Ras  to  foster  a  sense  of  community 
among  their  floor's  population. 
This  is  usually  accomplished  by 
building  interaction  among  resident 
students,  hosting  various  programs, 
and  seeking  to  produce  a  "neigh- 
borly" atmosphere.  The  creation  of 
the  suites  makes  interaction 
between  individual  groups  more 
difficult.  To  help  facilitate  this, 
said  Simons,  students  will  need  to 
utilize,  to  a  greater  degree,  the  pub- 
lic-area lounges,  the  recreation 
room,  the  kitchen,  and  the  study 
area. 

Aside  from  a  few  product-deliv- 
ery delays  and  some  minor 
mechanical  issues  with  the  existing 
ventilation  and  plumbing  systems, 
Bry  said,  the  renovations  were  fin- 
ished on  time  and  within  the 
expected  budget.  Simons  said, 
"Aubuchon  Hall  is  definitely  a  resi- 
dence hall  to  be  proud  of!" 

Several  of  the  campus  townhous- 
es  were  completely  renovated  this 
past  summer  as  well,  said  Simons. 
Improvements  to  Townhouses  1 
and  7  included  the  purchasing  of 
new  kitchen  appliances  and  furni- 
ture; the  installation  of  new  kitchen 
cabinets  and  countertops;  and  the 
laying  down  of  new  carpet  and 
flooring. 

See  page  2  for  more  Aubu- 
chon information. 


—    OPINION    — 

LETTER  FROM  THE  EDITOR 


On  behalf  of  the  Fitchburg  State  College  newspaper,  The  Point,  I 
would  like  to  welcome  you  to  the  start  of  what  is  sure  to  be  another  event- 
ful year.  This  semester,  there  are  some  new  faces  behind  the  words,  pic- 
tures and  hard  work  that  goes  into  putting  together  each  weekly  issue  of 
the  publication.  As  a  professional-writing  major,  I  am  proud  to  head  the 
staff  as  your  editor-in-chief.  This  year,  the  staff  and  I  aspire  to  recapture 
the  purpose  of  The  Point.  With  the  help  and  welcomed  insight  from  all 
involved  and  additional  support  from  the  student  body,  this  goal  is  com- 
pletely within  our  reach. 

As  written  in  this  organization's  constitution,  "The  purpose  of  the 
journal  is  foremost  to  inform,  entertain,  and  stimulate  its  readership"  by 
providing  articles,  "written  by  the  student  body  with  the  student  body  in 
mind  and  in  keeping  their  best  interests  at  heart.  The  organization  will  not 
be  swayed,  influenced  or  bullied  from  abandoning  this  ideal  and  this  pur- 
pose." 

Together  we  can  fulfill  the  obligations  of  being  a  viable  resource 
for  students  and  staff  alike  by  utilizing  The  Point  as  a  voice  of  our  college 
community.  We  will  provide  the  facts  that  can  help  squelch  campus 
rumors.  You  can  expect  your  paper  to  have  weekly  features  on  important 
aspects  of  campus  and  community  life,  such  as  parking  issues  and  board 
decisions,  and  to  provide  a  campus  calendar  of  upcoming  events.  I 


Aubuchon  Hall: 
Facts  and  figures 


Number  of  suites  constructed:  36 

Designed  occupancy  after 
renovation:  294 

Designed  occupancy  before 
renvoation:  380 

Maximum  occupancy:  432 


encourage  all  campus  organizations  to  submit  frequent  schedules  of  their 
upcoming  events,  as  well  as  follow-ups  as  to  the  success  of  certain  events, 
changes  and  issues  of  importance.  Likewise,  professors  are  invited  to  use 
The  Point  as  a  venue  to  further  reach  their  students. 

We  will  continue  to  supply  students  with  information  about  their 
student  government,  and  to  serve  as  an  arena  for  students  and  student 
government  officials  to  relay  their  opinions.    The  staff  looks  forward  to 
providing  both  commuters  and  resident  students  with  news  affecting  each 
group,  along  with  gathering  the  different  perspectives  the  groups  may 
have  on  certain  topics. 

Other  ideas  we'd  like  to  see  become  a  reality  include  columns  for 
a  Professor  Profile  and  a  Student  Spotlight  to  recognize  outstanding 
achievements.  This  will  further  enable  others  to  see  all  the  benefits  that 
Fitchburg  State  College  has  to  offer.  New  writers  are  always  welcome 
and  anybody,  whether  a  student,  professor  or  staff  member,  can  submit 
articles  or  ideas.  In  addition,  we  must  remember  that  Fitchburg  is  more 
than  just  a  college,  for  the  surrounding  area  contributes  greatly  to  the 
society  of  our  campus.  By  including  town  news  in  our  journal,  we  can 
present  an  in-depth  view  of  the  area  in  which  we  learn. 

The  paper  doesn't  just  belong  to  the  staff;  it  belongs  to  the  college 
community.  It  will  reflect  our  community  and  the  aspects  that  make  up 
each  part  of  it.  And  that's  our  Point. 
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The  Point  considers  for  publication  letters 
to  the  editor  on  any  topic  of  interest  to  the 
Fitchburg  State  College  community.  All  sub- 
missions run  at  the  discretion  of  the  Editor-in- 
Chief  and  are  subject  to  editing  for  style  and 
length. 

All  articles  must  be  typed  or  legibly  hand- 
written and  include  a  name  and  phone  number 
in  case  of  questions.  All  letters  in  response  to 
an  article  must  be  submitted  within  two  days 
after  the  article  is  published. 


Announcements  should  be  short,  including 
dates,  places,  times  and  a  contact  person. 

The  content  of  any  article  labeled  Opinion 
does  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  of  The 
Point,  its  staff,  or  Fitchburg  State  College. 

The  Point  is  the  student  news  source  of 
Fitchburg  State  College.  The  reprinting  of  any 
material  herein  is  prohibited  without  the 
express  written  consent  of  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
All  material  submitted  to  The  Point  becomes 
the  property  of  The  Point. 


FSC 

alumnus 

bound 

for  the 

Balkans 


Spc.  Richard  Eveillard 
of  Somerville,  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  National 
Guard,  will  be  sent  to  the 
Balkans  for  nine  months  as 
part  of  a  five-state,  multi-com- 
ponent peacekeeping  deploy- 
ment. 

The  25-year-old 

Infantryman  from  the  181 st 
Infantry  Regiment,  is  one  of 
over  200  Massachusetts 
National  Guard  members  that 
will  take  part  in  the  10th  rota- 
tion of  NATO's  Peace  Stabi- 
lization Force  in  Bosnia, 
which  is  made  up  of  Guard 
units,  Army  Reserve  units  and 
active  Army  units. 

Soldiers  from  the 

104tn  Infantry  Regiment,  the 

181st  Infantry  Regiment  and 

the  211th  Military  Police  will 
take  part  in  the  deployment  as 


Spc.  Richard  Eveillard  of 
Somerville,  a  graduate  of 
Fitchburg  State  College,  is 

part  of  the  29th  Infantry  Divi-  S,ated  to  9°  t0  the  Balkans  for 

Sion.  nine  months  with  the  Massa- 

This  is  the  first  time  in  chusetts  National  Guard. 

the  history  of  SFOR  that  a 

greater  amount  of  soldiers  are  drawn  from  the  reserve  forces  than  from 

the  active  Army,  said  Maj.  Gen.  Steven  Blum,  Commander  of  the  29tn 
Infantry  Division. 

The  majority  of  the  force  structure  is  for  this  rotation  is  made  of 
units  from  the  National  Guard  members  and  reservists. 

"I  am  calling  the  SFOR  10  rotation  The  Team  of  Teams",  said 
Blum. 

"I  have  witnessed  first  hand  the  extraordinary  dedication  the  sol- 
diers have  to  training  for  the  SFOR  10  mission." 

Eveillard,  a  Fitchburg  State  College  Graduate,  works  as  a  Fitness 
and  aerobics  Instructor  for  Global  Fitness. 


f  SC  enjoys 
a  growth  spurt 


Fitchburg  State  College's  new  student  enrollment  this  fall  is  expected 
to  be  13  percent  larger  than  last  year,  and  its  residence  halls  are  full  for 
the  first  time  in  several  years  -  despite  a  37  percent  increase  in  the  rejec- 
tion rate  due  to  higher  admission  standards. 

As  of  mid- August,  the  college  had  794  new  student  deposits,  compared  to 
702  from  the  year  before. 

For  several  years,  the  college  has  been  working  hard  to  maintain 
enrollment  levels  while  adhering  to  admissions  standards  mandated  by  the 
state  Board  of  Higher  Education.  With  first-time  enrollments  rising  for 
the  second  year  in  a  row,  administrators  feel  they  have  turned  the  tide, 
and  they  credit  two  initiatives. 

"Our  transfer  deposits  are  up  by  more  than  100  because  of  improve- 
ments in  our  transfer  recruitment  program,"  reported  Robert  McGann, 
dean  of  enrollment  services. 

"These  include  articulation  agreements  with  community  colleges, 
innovative  programs,  and  old-fashioned  hard  work.  About  a  quarter  of  the 
increase  is  due  to  the  Mt.Wachusett-Fitchburg  State  Institute,  which 
allows  applicants  who  do  not  meet  our  admission  standards  to  live  at 
Fitchburg  State  but  enroll  at  the  Mount,  then  transfer  when  they  are  acad- 
emically ready." 

The  college  also  saw  a  3.5  percent  increase  in  freshmen  applications 
and  a  7  percent  increase  in  its  yield  on  those  applications. 

These  factors  helped  the  college  overcome  a  significant  increase  in  its 
admission  standards  for  freshmen  that  resulted  in  823  freshman  applicants 
being  rejected  for  admissions  this  year,  compared  to  only  595  last  year. 

Preliminary  indications  are  that  the  overall  academic  quality  of  this 
year's  freshmen  class  will  increase,  with  an  expected  average  GPA  of  3.0 
and  combined  SATs  above  1000. 

Daniel  S.  Flynn,  vice  president  for  advancement,  credits  a  new  mar- 
keting effort  by  the  college  with  contributing  to  these  changes.  "Over  the 
last  two  years  a  broad-based  campus  marketing  team  has  been  busy 
designing  and  implementing  a  new  promotional  program  that  emphasizes 
what  we  do  best  and  broadcasts  that  message  more  broadly  in  the  market- 
place," said  Flynn. 

The  team  has  developed  radio  advertisements  aimed  at  the  teen-age 
population  of  the  state.  The  advertisements  promote  the  college's  leader- 
ship in  professional  education  with  the  theme:  "Learn  how  far  you  can 

go." 

"We  are  positioning  ourselves  as  the  small-campus  alternative  to  the 
mega-public  university,"  said  Flynn.  "Our  focus-group  work  with  students 
and  faculty  demonstrated  that  our  hands-on  career  programs,  small  class 
size,  attentive  faculty,  and  high  job  placement  rate  are  key  factors  in  stu- 
dents choosing  us. 

"Also,  the  compact  size  of  our  campus  creates  a  'small- town'  atmos- 
phere where  students  feel  respected,  supported  and  safe.  Our  marketing 
efforts  are  now  focusing  more  on  the  segment  of  the  student  market  these 
factors  appeal  to  with  an  accurate  message  about  who  we  are  and  what 
we  can  do  for  them" 


NEWS 


Entertainment  and  Events 


Classical  and  Broadway  music 

"Classic  Lunch"  -  Sept.  7,  noon,  performance  by  guitarist  Jim  Colli- 
ton;  FREE;  M&M  Lounge,  Hammond  Building. 

Naturally  Seven  -  Sept.  8,  8  p.m.,  a  cappella  group  in  performance; 
free;  M&M  Lounge,  Hammond  Building. 

"Pieces  I  Love"  -  Sept.  11,  7:30  p.m.,  piano  recital  by  Dr.  Jane  Fiske 
featuring  works  by  Chopin,  Schumann,  Liszt  and  Ravel;  $10  for  public, 
$5  for  FSC  students,  with  proceeds  to  benefit  the  Frank  Patterson  Scholar- 
ship; Kent  Recital  Hall,  Conlon  Building. 

Teresa  DeZarn  -  Sept.  15,  7:30  p.m.,  Broadway  singer  performs  songs 
focusing  on  the  American  Family;  accompanied  by  Rebecca  Plummer 
White;  $10,  $7  for  seniors,  $5  for  children;  978-665-3347;  sponsored  by 
AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival;  Weston  Auditorium. 

Comedy 

John  Reep  -  Sept.  5,  9  p.m.;  free;  Underground. 

"Slattery's  Black  Sheep  Comedy  Troupe"  -  Sept.  21,  10:30  p.m.,  fami- 
ly-mocking humor  featuring  actors  and  improvisational  comedians;  per- 
formances continue  Sept.  21,  22,  27,  28,  29,  Oct.  4,  5,  6,  11,  12,  13  at 
10:30  p.m.;  FREE;  Slattery^s  Restaurant. 

Films 

"The  Producers"  -  Sept.  20,  7  p.m.,  presented  as  part  of  the  Classic- 
Film  Series;  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall. 

Popular  music 

DJ  -  Sept.  4,  7  p.m.;  FREE;  Patio  (rain  site  is  the  Underground). 
Special  events 


Special  events 

Dash  for  Dollars  -  Sept.  19, 
prizes;  FREE;  Underground. 

Employment  Fair  -  Sept.  5, 
Building. 

Game  Room  Extravaganza 
HammondBuilding. 


9  p.m.,  participatory  game  show  with  cash 


11  a.m.-l  p.m.;  M&M  Lounge,  Hammond 


Sept.  14,  8  p.m.;  FREE;  Ground  Zero, 


Hypnotist  Paul  Harter  -  Sept.  12,  9  p.m.,  performance  celebrating  the 
grand  opening  of  the  Underground;  FREE;  Underground. 

Illusionists  the  Eavasons,  -  Sept.  6,  9  p.m.,  FREE;  M&M  Lounge, 
Hammond  Building. 

Poster  Sale  -  Sept.  17  and  18,  9  a.m.-4  p.m.;  Hammond  Quad. 

Psychic  Fair  -  Sept.  21,  8  p.m.;  Underground. 

Rock  the  Block  -  Sept.  6,  3:30-6:30  p.m.,  block  party;  Highland 
Avenue. 

Theater 

"Captains  and  Courage"  -  Sept.  21,  7:30  p.m.,  coming-of-age  story  by 
Israel  Horovitz;  performances  continue  Sept.  22,  27,  28,  Oct.  4,  5,  11,  12, 
13  at  7:30  p.m.;  Sept.  30  and  Oct.  7  at  2  p.m.;  directed  by  Richard  McEl- 
vain;  $10,  $7  for  seniors,  $5  for  children;  call  978-665-3347;  sponsored 
by  AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival;  Alumni  Performing  Arts  Center, 
Applewild  School,  120  Prospect  St.,  Fitchburg. 

"The  Glass  Menagerie"  -  Sept.  19,  7:30  p.m.,  Tennessee  Williams 
play;  performances  continue  Sept.  22,  28,  29,  and  Oct.  5,  12,  13,  at  7:30 
p.m.;  Oct.  7  at  2  p.m.;  student  matinees  Sept.  20,  27,  Oct.  4,  11  at  10  a.m.; 
directed  by  James  Nicola;  $10,  $7  for  seniors,  $5  for  children;  978-665- 
3347;  sponsored  by  AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival;  Percival  Hall. 

"Our  Town"  -  Sept.  20,  7:30  p.m.,  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  play  by 
Thornton  Wilder;  performances  continue  Sept.  26,  29,  Oct.  3,  6,  10  at 
7:30  p.m.;  Sept.  23  and  Oct.  14  at  2  p.m.;  student  matinees  Sept.  19,  26, 
Oct.  3,  10  at  10  a.m.;  directed  by  James  Nicola;  $10,  $7  for  seniors,  $5 
for  children;  978-665-3347;  sponsored  by  AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival; 
Alumni  Performing  Arts  Center,  Applewild  School,  120  Prospect  St., 
Fitchburg. 

Visual  art 

"The  Art  of  Parenthood:  Family  Connections"  -  Sept.  20,  4:30  p.m., 
opening  reception  follows  a  panel  discussion  by  the  artists;  invitational 
exhibit  illustrating  aspects  of  family  life,  includes  pastels,  sculpture,  pho- 
tography, woodcuts;  curated  by  Susan  Wadsworth, 
associate  professor;  exhibit  remains  on  view  through  Oct.  26;  free;  spon- 
sored by  the  AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival;  Art  Gallery,  Hammond  Building. 

*This  week's  calendar  covers  events  through  Sept.  21.  Listings  including 
date,  time,  location,  admission  fee,  sponsor  and  contact  telephone  number 
may  he  sent  by  email  to  point@fsc.edu,  or  by  campus  mail  to  The  Point, 
Hammond  Building. 


NrLWS 


No    summer    slacking    at    FSC 


Joanna  Jackson 
Correspondent 

Instead  of  shutting  down  for  the  summer  after  the  last  day  of 
classes  in  May,  FSC  began  a  series  of  summer  conferences  that  would 
ensure  the  college  would  be,  in  the  words  of  Tullio  Nieman,  director  of 
student  activities,  a  vibrant  campus  12  months  of  the  year. 

It  is  a  well-known  trend  to  bring  in  conferences,  Nieman  said,  allow- 
ing groups  to  meet  at  a  lower  rate,  and  many  prefer  the  campus  setting. 
Summer  programs  allow  groups  to  visit  different  places,  study  and  vaca- 
tion at  a  cheaper  rate,  he  said. 

Nieman  was  inspired  to  bring  the  Summer  Conference  Program  to 
FSC  after  he  attended  a  conference  two  years  ago  at  Catholic  University 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

His  reasons  were  two-fold:  to  make  money  for  the  campus,  and  to  attract 
students  to  the  campus. 

The  National  Association  of  Campus  Activities  held  its  conference  at 
the  campus  June  28  -  30.  About  145  staff  and  student  delegates  took  part 
in  the  three-day  conference,  attending  seminars  which  focused  on  subjects 
such  as  diversity,  leadership  skills,  ethics  and  publicity. 

Workshops  are  held  in  various  regions  across  the  country  to  make 
them  more  affordable,  but  each  is  open  to  delegates  from  any  of  its  2.500 
member  colleges.  According  to  Nieman,  the  FSC  conference  included 
representatives  from  as  far  away  as  England  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Ahmed  Samaha,  Nieman's  counterpart  at  the  University  of  South  Car- 
olina at  Aiken,  headed  up  the  conference  and  said  students  attended  in 
order  to  network  and  find  ways  to  help  the  student  governments  on  their 
own  campuses. 

Many,  he  said,  have  political  aspirations  and  are  learning  skills  which 
will  help  them  in  the  future.  Delegates  observed  the  FSC  campus  and  got 
ideas  to  bring  back  with  them,  Nieman  said.  They  learn  from  each  other 


and  from  the  facilities,  he  said,  citing  their  approval  of  the  librarys  inclu- 
sion in  the  Student  Center. 

The  Oxford  Intensive  School  of  English,  a  Cambridge,  MA  based  edu- 
cational company,  brought  students  from  various  European  countries  to 
FSC  for  an  intensive  study  program  of  the  English  language.  Students 
ages  14-18  learned  English  while  being  able  to  assimilate  the  culture, 
Nieman  said. 

Studying  and  learning  the  language  at  an  accelerated  pace  in  the 
country  in  which  it  is  spoken  is  a  popular  thing  to  do,  Nieman  said.  They 
were  able  to  visit  local  cultural  events,  Boston  Museums,  and  the  4th  of 
July  celebrations  in  Fitchburg. 

City  Year  Summer  Academy,  a  national  organization  started  in  Boston, 
held  a  conference  at  FSC  July  29  -  Aug.  5.  Inspired  by  President  Bill 
Clinton's  initiative  of  service  to  the  community,  there  are  now  programs 
in  22  cities  across  the  U.S. 

Cindy  Flynn,  coordinator  of  summer  conferences,  said  that  the  City 
Year  program  empowers  kids,  gives  them  a  chance  to  discover  themselves 
and  what  they  are  able  to  do  in  the  community. 

Youths  ages  1 8  -  24  dedicate  one  year  to  service,  performing  services 
such  as  planning  and  organizing  activities  at  senior  centers.  City  Year 
participants  wear  uniforms  and  start  each  day  with  calisthenics,  Flynn 
said,  likening  the  program  to  an  inner-city  Peace  Corps. 

Four  hundred  young  people  attended  the  conference  which  included 
seminars  on  subjects  such  as  how  to  inspire  others,  sharing  examples,  and 
fund-raising.  Participants  also  got  opportunities  to  participate  in  the  local 
community  while  they  attended  the  conference. 

In  August,  Nieman  said,  the  campus  was  filled  with  barbershoppers 
singing  their  tongues  off.  For  three  days,  Aug.  8  to  12,  450  to  500 
singers,  a  quarter  of  whom  were  high-school  age,  attended  the  Barbershop 
Quartet  Harmony  Explosion,  meeting  for  classes  and  learning  technique. 


Resident    Assistants    on    duty 


By  Amy  Bobrowski 

While  many  students  were  try- 
ing hard  to  fit  in  those  last  trips  to 
the  beach,  to  work  some  extra 
hours  or  savor  sleeping  late,  38  stu- 
dents returned  to  campus  two 
weeks  early  for  extensive  R.A. 
training.  In  order  to  be  a  resource 
and  service  to  their  students,  Resi- 
dent Assistants  learn  all  the  ins  and 
outs  of  campus  during  their  12-hour 
days.  Topics  covered  in  meetings 
and  workshops  include  reaching 
facilities  for  repairs,  roles  in  safety, 
services  provided  by  the  Counsel- 
ing Center,  diversity,  substance 
awareness,  decision-making,  cam- 
pus offices,  and  policies  and  proce- 
dures. 

Resident  Assistants  are  human 
handbooks.  Over  the  course  of 
their  two-week  training,  they  learn 


many  valuable  skills,  such  as  con- 
flict resolution,  motivation  tech- 
niques and  assertiveness  to  prepare 
for  the  foundation  of  a  healthy  liv- 
ing environment.  They  are  the 
individuals  who  decorate  dorm  and 
lounge  areas,  prepare  for  student 
arrival  by  completing  room  inven- 
tory and  making  sure  keys  work. 

In  any  other  situation,  receiving 
this  much  information  in  such  a 
short  time  might  seem  grueling, 
however  training  isn't  all  hard 
work.  Campus  coordinators,  build- 
ing directors,  and  returning  staff 
members  do  their  best  to  make  the 
time  go  by  not  only  including  many 
fun  games,  but  also  and  an  after- 
noon spent  tackling  a  challenging, 
but  rewarding  ropes  course 
throughout  the  duration  of  this 
unique  out  of  classroom  leaning 


experience.  First  year  R.A.,  Court- 
ney Parsons  says,  "R.A.  training 
gives  us  a  chance  to  learn  a  lot 
more  about  campus,  but  also  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  see  how  much 
the  staff  really  cares  about  students. 
It  was  nice  to  come  here  and  be 
welcomed  with  open  arms  by  the 
returning  staff  because  they  provide 
some  much  insight  and  guidance." 

These  ambitious  individuals 
even  get  to  go  on  an  overnight 
retreat  where  they  continue  training 
by  partaking  in  trust  and  communi- 
ty building  activities  in  a  country 
atmosphere  followed  by  relaxing 
and  an  intense  game  of  water  keep 
away  at  a  secluded  lake.  "Over  all, 
it's  a  good  time.  We  get  to  meet 
new  people  and  have  fun  while 
going  on  a  retreat  and  doing  scav- 


enger hunts,"  says  Kevin  Scanlon,  a 
second  year  R.A. 

By  the  time  students  arrive, 
these  38  people  resemble  a  tightly 
knit  family.  Bonding  is  sure  hard 
to  prevent  when  you  spend  almost 
12  hours  a  day  with  the  same  peo- 
ple for  nearly  two  weeks,  but  unity 
and  communication  are  what  make 
these  individuals  such  a  great  staff. 
"Training  really  gives  you  the 
opportunity  to  know  the  staff,  their 
different  personalities  and  how 
they'll  interact  together  throughout 
the  year.  By  the  end  of  training, 
this  huge  learning  experience 
leaves  us  well  prepared  for  any  sit- 
uation." Though  their  short  sum- 
mer may  have  come  to  a  halt,  R.A. 
training  opens  the  door  to  the 
windy  path  of  lifetime  learning. 


AltL 


AmeriCulture  celebrates  family 


By  Sharlene  Gugarty 

When  Professor  Kelly  Morgan  and  Fitchburg 
State  College  President  Michael  Riccards  first 
discussed  the  AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival,  Ric- 
cards was  clear  in  his  vision.  "The  festival  was 
to  expand  and,  through  the  arts,  bridge  the  col- 
lege to  the  community,"  recalled  Morgan  recent- 
ly. What  has  evolved  from  that  conversation  is  a 
thematic  arts  festival  that  is  believed  to  be  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

Beginning  Sept.  15  and  continuing  through 
Oct.  14,  performances  will  be  held 
on  campus  and  at  other  locations  in 
the  city  celebrating  the  theme  "The 
American  Family:  Comic,  Conflict- 
ed, Courageous".  The  performers 
include  professional  actors  from 
New  York  and  Boston,  local  commu- 
nity players,  interns,  MFA  and  BFA 
candidates  from  other  colleges, 
Fitchburg  State  College  students, 
faculty  and  staff  in  addition  to  local 
dancers,  children  and  high  school 
students.  Additionally,  there  are  pro- 
fessional administrators,  technicians 
and  directors  comprising  a  company 
numbering  over  200. 

Teresa  DeZarn,  renowned  Broad- 
way songstress,  will  officially  open 
the  festival  September  15  with  a  per- 
formance of  songs  highlighting  this 
year's  theme.  DeZarn,  with  her 
relaxed  presentation  manages  to  give 
Weston  Auditorium  the  aura  of  an  intimate 
cabaret. 

Musical  entertainment  continues  throughout 
the  festival  with  the  "Diversity  Through  Dance" 
programs  to  be  held  at  the  McKay  Campus 
School  and  coordinated  by  FSCs  own  Judith 
Lindstedt.  Lindstedt,  known  to  many  students 
as  the  voice  of  the  campus  information  center,  is 
also  executive  producer  of  FATVs  "An  Uncom- 
mon View"  and  has  traveled  extensively  during 
her  career  as  a  professional  dancer  and  enter- 
tainer. She  brings  together  for  the  festival  dance 
troupes  representing  the  cultural  and  ethnic 
diversity  of  the  American  family.  Troupes  will 
present  music  and  traditional  dances  from  Fin- 
land, Africa,  Ireland,  Russia  and  China.  There 
will  also  be  Spanish  cultural  dancers,  Middle 


Eastern  performers  and  a  presentation  by  he  St. 
Paul  A.M.E.  Liturgical  Dance  Ministry. 
Drama  takes  center  stage  at  both  the 
Applewild  School  and  the  Percival  Auditorium 
as  family  life  is  examined  with  the  productions 
of  "Our  Townm,"  "The  Glass  Menagerie"  and 
"Captains  and  Courage".  Thornton  Wilders  "Our 
Town"  examines  life  in  the  small  town  of 
Grovers  Corners,  New  Hampshire.  Returning  to 
AmeriCulture  this  year  is  actor  James  Little, 
who  delighted  audiences  last  year  with  his  por- 


Culture  Aits  /? 


trayal  of  southern  attorney  Atticus  Finch  in  the 
AmeriCulture  production  of  "To  Kill  a  Mock- 
ingbird." As  the  stage  manager,  Little  is  tour 
guide,  observer  and  philosopher  for  the  audience 
as  they  experience  lifes  passages  with  the  resi- 
dents of  this  fictional  town. 

While  families  in  Grovers  Corners  deal  with 
the  reality  of  life  and  death,  the  Wingfield  fami- 
ly escapes  into  fantasy  and  illusion  in  Ten- 
nessee Williams  groundbreaking  play,  "The 
Glass  Menagerie."  Abandoning  conventions  of 
time,  Williams  tells  how  each  family  member 
copes  with  their  dismal  reality  using  adventur- 
ous dreams  and  rose-colored  memories.  Contin- 
uing to  play  with  time,  Professor  Richard  McEl- 
vain  directs  Israel  Horowitzs  "Captains  and 
Courage."  In  this  coming  of  age  story,  the  lives 


of  present-day  characters  are  juxtaposed  with 
the  lives  of  their  ancestors.  The  19th  century 
Gloucester  fishermen  were  immortalized  by 
Rudyard  Kipling  in  his  novel  "Captains  Coura- 
geous". 

FSC  professor  Susan  Wadsworth  returns  this 
year  as  curator  of  "The  Art  of  Parenthood:  Fam- 
ily Connections".  This  is  a  multi-media  art 
exhibit  in  theHammond  Gallery  focusing  on 
family  life.  Invited  artists  will  address  childhood 
and  family  relationships  through  sculpture,  pho- 
tography, pastels  and  other 
art  forms. 

Together  with  FSC  pro- 
fessors Walter  Jeffko  and 
Jane  Fiske,  Wadsworth  also 
presents  "Four  Freedoms:  by 
Roosevelt,  Rockwell,  and 
Bennett"  at  the  Kent  Recital 
Hall.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt, 
in  an  address  to  Congress  in 
1941, 

outlined  four  essential  human 
freedoms:  freedom  of  speech, 
freedom  of  worship,  freedom 
from  want  and  freedom  from 
fear.  Professor  Jeffko  will 
discuss  Roosevelts  ideas. 
Professor  Wadsworth  will 
explore  the  family  depictions 
of  Norman  Rockwells  paint- 
ings of  the  four  freedoms. 
Professor  Fiske  will  present 
Robert  Russell  Bennetts  Four  Freedoms  Sym- 
phony. 

Returning  to  AmeriCulture  this  year  is  "Stare 
and  Share:  Living  Museum."  Comprised  of  liv- 
ing statues  and  created  tableaux,  New  York 
director  Mitchell  Riggs  and  co-director  Rebecca 
Barry  invite  the  audience  to  interpret  the  action. 
Actors  represent  the  "outsiders"  of  society-the 
disabled,  the  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  and 
other  people  considered  to  be  "different."  While 
the  scenes  will  change  for  each  performance 
depending  upon  the  audience,  one  constant  is 
that  there  will  be  revelation  and  thought-provok- 
ing discussion  between  audience  and  cast. 

Another  returning  feature  is  the  "Short  Scene 
Festival"  at  the  McKay  auditorium.  Directed  by 
Continued  on  page  9 
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The    Popcorn    Critic 


By  Brian  Wyatt 

Welcome  to  the  first  edition  of  the  Pop- 
corn Critic.  Movie  reviews  for  those  who 
just  like  movies.  In  this  column  we're  not 
looking  for  the  deeper  meaning  in  movies, 
just  the  fun  factor  that  goes  along  with 
seeing  the  movies  on  the  big  screen  with  a 
medium  Coke  in  one  hand  and  a  bucket  of 
popcorn  in  the  other.  If  we  happen  to  find 
meaning  along  the  way  I  welcome  you  to  a 
bigger  and  better  world.  If  not  then  we're 
no  worse  off  and  at  least  we've  gotten  a 
couple  hours  of  escapism.  Read  on  for  a 
review  of  some  of  the  hits  and  misses  in 
the  summer  of  2001. 

A.I. 

www.aimovie.warnerbros.com 

A.I.,  or  Artificial  Intelligence,  follows 
the  story  of  a  robot  boy  build  to  fill  the 
void  of  childless  couples.  Unlike  the 
robots  of  the  past  this  one  has  been  given  a 
unique  ability,  the  power  of  love.  Life-like 
but  confused  by  the  way  of  people  Adam 
(Haley  Joel  Osment)  is  eventually  aban- 
doned by  his  new  parents  whose  real  son 
has  finally  come  out  of  a  long  illness.  He 
journeys,  looking  for  the  key  to  becoming 
a  real  little  boy  so  his  family  will  love  him 
again. 

I  went  to  this  movie  with  high  expecta- 
tions. I  left  disappointed.  It  started  out 
slow  then  got  pretty  good  for  a  while.  The 
last  45  minutes  are  when  it  all  goes  down 
hill.  With  out  revealing  the  plot  things  just 
get  too  silly  for  what  should  be  a  dramatic 
look  at  what  makes  us  human.  The  ending 
was  vague  and  it's  unsure  if  the  conclusion 
is  supposed  to  be  uplifting  or  depressing. 
The  movie  wanted  to  be  Pinocchio  but 
ends  up  as  a  B-list  sci-fi  fantasy.  Perhaps 
the  movie  itself  is  only  part  of  the  prob- 
lem. Perhaps  it's  also  the  high  expectations 
that  we  tend  to  have  for  Stephen  Spielberg. 
We  expect  a  perfect  masterpiece  from  an 
experienced  director  and  end  up  with  the 
ramblings  of  a  novice  just  out  of  a  local 
state  college.  [No  insult  meant  to  the  aspir- 
ing young  filmmakers  of  FSC.  I'm  right 
along  with  you.]  The  visuals  are  fantastic 
and  Haley  Joel  Osment  gives  a  great  per- 
formance as  always,  however  that  is  all  the 
compliment  I  can  give  it.  Without  ruining 
the  story  for  those  who  haven't  seen  it  all  I 
can  say  is  that  the  ending  becomes  ridicu- 
lous and  too  surreal  to  fit  in  with  the  rest 
of  the  movie.  In  the  end  I  was  left  wonder- 
ing what  the  ending  was  all  about  and 
when  I  left  the  theater  I  found  I  no  longer 
cared.  1V2  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 

Shrek 

www.shrek.com 

In  a  dark  forbidding  swamp  there  lives 
a  monster  of  incredible  strength,  guile,  and 
cunning.  Fortunately  he  also  has  a  heart  of 


gold.  His  name  is  Shrek  and  he's  a  mean 
green  funny  machine.  The  story  follows 
Shrek  (Mike  Myers)  as  he  deals  with  sto- 
rybook squatters  in  his  swamp  evicted 
from  the  "perfect"  kingdom  of  Lord  Far- 
quaad  (John  Lithgow).  In  return  for  getting 
them  out  of  his  swamp  Skrek  agrees  to  go 
on  a  quest  for  Lord  Farquaad:  rescue 
Princess  Fiona  (Cameron  Diaz)  from  a 
castle  guarded  by  a  fire  breathing  dragon. 
One  of  the  squatters,  a  motor-mouth  talk- 
ing donkey  (Eddie  Murphy),  joins  a  reluc- 
tant Shrek  for  the  quest. 

This  is  a  digitally  animated  master- 
piece. Shrek  takes  full  advantage  of  the 
new  technologies  available  and  produces  a 
visually  stunning  cartoon.  The  characters 
maintain  an  animated  look,  full  of  color, 
but  the  details  in  the  hair  and  skin  textures 
are  unbelievable.  The  cast  complements 
the  animation  just  as  beautifully.  Mike 
Myers  is  great  as  the  loveable  misunder- 
stood Shrek.  Cameron  Diaz  is  as  charming 
and  spunky  as  John  Lithgow  is  rotten  and 
evil.  Round  that  out  with  the  pure  comic 
genius  of  Eddie  Murphy  as  the  annoying 
but  likable  Donkey  and  you  have  a  sure 
fire  hit.  The  story  is  simple  but  deeply 
detailed  and  entertaining,  often  poking  fun 
at  such  pop  culture  items  as  Riverdance, 
Crouching  Tiger  Hidden  Dragon,  and  pro- 
fessional wrestling.  The  humor  is  playful 
one  moment,  like  when  the  dragon  falls  in 
love  with  Donkey,  and  spiteful  the  next, 
like  the  constant  jokes  about  Lord  Far- 
quaad's  stature.  Even  the  soundtrack  itself 
adds  to  the  mood  and  feel  of  each  scene, 
complimenting  them.  As  Shrek  departs  on 
his  long  journey  to  see  Lord  Farquaad  we 
are  treated  to  a  wonderful  montage  of 
scenes  set  to  the  playful  tune  I'm  On  My 
Way.  In  another  scene  where  Shrek 
laments  the  loss  of  Princess  Fiona  there 
plays  the  tune  Halleluhah,  a  sad  sorrowful 
song.  It's  worth  seeing  more  than  once  just 
to  catch  every  nuance  and  detail  of  the 
film.  I  name  this  as  the  best  movie  (that  I 
saw)  of  the  summer  movie  season.  I  give  it 
4  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 
As  a  side  note  Shrek  has  a  release  date  to 
VHS  and  DVD  of  November  2,  2001 

Final  Fantasy:  The  Spirits  Within 

www.finalfantasy.com 

The  year  is  2055  and  humanity  is  in 
hiding.  Years  after  alien  life  forms  landed 
and  destroyed  most  of  the  world  mankind 
is  hiding  in  cities  protected  by  energy 
domes.  No  one  knows  why  they  have 
attacked  or  what  they  want  but  once  scien- 
tist is  determined  to  find  out.  Dr  Aki  Ross 
(Ming-Na),  with  the  help  of  colleague  Dr 
Sid,  has  devised  a  theory  that  no  one  else 
wants  to  hear.  With  this  theory  she  could 
save  the  world  peacefully,  and  save  herself 
of  the  alien  infection  within  her.  The  coun- 
sel wants  nothing  to  here  of  it  and  is  ready 


to  end  the  threat  with  the  help  of  the 
scheming  General  Hein  (James  Woods). 
General  Hein  has  a  satellite  weapon  that 
could  destroy  the  aliens  once  and  for  all, 
and  the  only  risk  is  that  it  could  destroy 
the  world.  Dr  Ross,  determined  to  stop  the 
general,  looks  to  Gray  Edwards  (Alec 
Baldwin)  and  his  Deep  Eyes  military 
squadron  for  help. 

For  a  movie  based  on  a  video  game  I 
wasn't  sure  what  to  expect.  The  thing  I 
most  wanted  to  see  was  what  they  did  with 
the  CG  animation.  That  was  pure  eye 
candy.  Never  before  has  there  been  such  a 
realistically  animated  movie.  The  textures 
where  incredible  and  the  characters  had 
such  detail  that  it  was  easy  to  forget  that  I 
was  watching  a  cartoon.  The  thing  that 
surprised  me  was  the  detailed  story  line. 
Though  some  times  hard  to  follow,  the  plot 
was  exceptional  by  comparison  of  other 
movies  adapted  from  video  games.  This  is 
the  next  step  in  the  evolution  of  CG 
movies.  Classic  animation  may  be  in  trou- 
ble. 2Vi  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 
There  is  a  release  date  of  October  23,  2001 
to  VHS/DVD. 

Tomb  Raider 

www.tombraidermovie.com 

The  buxom  babe  Lara  Croft  comes  to 
life  in  this  adaptation  of  the  hit  video 
games.  The  Illuminati,  a  secret  organiza- 
tion, are  searching  for  the  ultimate  power. 
This  power  comes  in  the  form  of  a  power- 
ful talisman.  In  order  to  find  and  acquire 
this  talisman  the  illuminati  need  the  key,  a 
key  held  unknowingly  by  Lara  Croft 
(Angelina  Jolie).  When  the  Illuminati  send 
their  henchmen  to  retrieve  it  Lara  is  drawn 
into  a  race  to  capture  the  fantastic  artifact. 
Guided  by  flashbacks  of  her  father  (Jon 
Voight)  she  embarks  on  a  quest  that  takes 
her  around  the  globe. 

Another  movie  based  after  a  video 
game.  Tomb  Raider  captures  the  feel  and 
style  that  fans  are  looking  for.  All  of 
Lara's  signature  moves  are  there.  Angelina 
Jolie  captures  the  essence  and  flair,  along 
with  the  beauty  and  charm,  of  the  most 
popular  female  hero  in  video  games.  The 
story  is  fairly  simple  but  well  written  and 
the  action  is  kept  at  a  steady  pace.  Just  as 
you  catch  your  breath  Lara  is  pulling  out 
her  guns  and  firing  away  again.  This 
movie  will  have  less  appeal  for  non- 
gamers  but  should  still  provide  solid  enter- 
tainment value.  3  buckets  of  popcorn  out 
of  4. 

Planet  of  the  Apes 

www.planetoftheapes.com 

In  the  year  2029  man  has  built  a  space 
station  to  explore  the  unknown.  Genetical- 
ly enhances  apes  are  being  used  as  test 
pilots.  When  one  is  lost  within  a 
time/space  wormhole  astronaut  Leo  David- 


son (Mark  Wahlberg)  takes  a  craft  to 
retrieve  him.  What  he  discovers  is  a  planet 
of  intelligent  talking  apes  ruling  over  a 
local  population  off  humans.  When  he 
crash  lands  he  is  captured  by  an  orangutan 
slave  trader  (Paul  Giamatti)  and  sold  into 
servitude.  When  he  escapes,  with  the  help 
of  fellow  human  Karubi  (Kris  Kristoffer- 
son)  and  Ari  (Helena  Bonham  Carter)  an 
ape  human-sympathizer.  They  find  them- 
selves pursued  by  General  Thade  (Tim 
Roth)  and  his  loyal  Colonel  Attar  (Michael 
Clark  Duncan).  Together  the  humans  must 
stand  against  a  vastly  superior  army  of 
apes! 

This  is  a  great  retelling  of  the  original 
classic.  It  doesn't  follow  the  same  story, 
using  just  the  basic  premise,  and  is  able  to 
stand  apart  because  of  it.  There  are  subtle 
things  in  the  movie  that  will  indulge  fans 
of  the  original.  For  example  in  the  original 
Col.  George  Taylor  (played  by  the  wonder- 
ful Charlton  Heston),  the  hero,  says  to  an 
ape  "Keep  your  hands  off  me,  you  damn 
dirty  ape."  In  the  remake  astronaut  Leo 
Davidson,  the  new  hero,  is  told  by  an 
angry  ape  to  "Keep  your  hands  off  me, 
you  damn  dirty  human."  The  makeup  is 
the  greatest  aspect  of  this  movie.  Far  from 
the  fake  looking  rubber  facemasks  of  the 
original  the  make  up  is  stunning  and  very 
convincing.  In  this  retelling  the  makeup 
artists  have  used  the  latest  in  makeup  tech- 
niques. Much  of  the  face  wear  is  latex  and 
able  to  display  the  full  range  of  emotions 
needed  for  the  actors  performances.  The 
masks  in  the  original  did  little  more  than 
allow  the  actors  to  open  and  close  their 
mouths  while  talking.  Though  the  plot  is  a 
little  thin  the  action  makes  up  for  it  won- 
derfully. Mark  Wahlberg  gives  a  subtle 
performance  but  retains  his  usual  charm 
and  Tim  Roth  is  incredibly  vicious  in  his 
role  as  the  human  hating  general  Thade. 
To  top  it  all  off  it  has  a  surprise  ending 
that  leaves  you  wondering,  more  so  than 
the  ending  of  the  original.  All  in  all  I  give 
it  2V2  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 

Cats  &  Dogs 

www.catsanddogsmovie.com 

Under  the  unaware  noses  of  human 
kind  there  rages  a  war.  Cats  and  dogs  wage 
a  high  tech  war  in  which  cats  are  trying  to 
rule  the  world  and  dogs  are  loyally  trying 
to  protect  us  against  such  a  horrible  fate. 
Jeff  Goldblum  starts  as  Professor  Brody,  a 
scientist  looking  for  a  cure  for  pet  aller- 
gies. Lou  (voiced  by  Toby  Maquire),  the 
family  dog,  gets  mistaken  for  an  undercov- 
er agent  by  top-dog  agent  Butch  (voiced 
by  Alec  Baldwin).  Lou  is  assigned  to  pro- 
tect the  professor  and  his  family  from  the 
evil  machinations  of  Mr.  Tinkles  (voiced 
by  Sean  Hayes)  and  his  feline  minions. 

This  was  a  wildly  strange  and  wonder- 
ful movie.  If  you've  ever  looked  into  your 
Continued  on  page  10 
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AexE       

Madonna  moves  forward  with  'Music' 


by  Sarah  Leahy 

Over  her  lifetime,  she  has  reinvented  herself 
on  countless 

occasions.  Always  changing  with  the  times,  she 
has  gone  from  material  girl  to  advocate  of  East- 
ern religions  to  techno  cowgirl.  Her  career  has 
transcended  the  last  two  decades,  proving  that 
her  fame  is  well  deserved.  She  is  a  superstar,  an 
artist,  a  mother,  a  wife.  She  is  Madonna.  Hear 
her  roar. 

Madonna's  career  began  in  the  early  1980s, 
with  pop  songs  like  "Holiday,"  "Material  Girl" 
and  "Borderline."  Connecting  with  every 
grungy,  lace-clad  teen-ager  in  the  nation,  and 
agitating  the  Pope  with  her  open  sexuality, 
Madonna  worked  to  release  America's  inhibi- 
tions. 

Though  it  has  been  said  that  Madonna's 
voice  is  not  one  of  the 

strongest  in  the  industry,  her  style,  malleable 
personality,  and  self-assured  attitude  have  shot 
countless  albums  and  singles  to  the  top  of  the 
charts.  Her  vocal  talents  can  easily  be  compared 
to  those  of  Jennifer  Lopez,  Britney  Spears,  or 
Janet  Jackson,  all  of  whom  have  crafted  amaz- 
ing careers  with  less  than  amazing  voices. 

Through  her  latest  album,  "Music,"  Madon- 
na has  once  again  shown  the  world  a  new  side 
of  herself.  With  songs  like  the  title  track,  a  tech- 
no-pop  mix  using  the  same  voice-altering  effects 
that  Cher  used  on  her  hit  "Believe,"  Madonna 
fuses  tinny  drum  beats,  a  strong  bass,  and 
squeaky,  ghost-like  sounds  to  mold  her  latest 


creation. 

Madonna's  other  recently  released  track 
from  "Music,"  titled  "Don't 
Tell  Me,"  which  is  standing  strong  on  the  Bill- 
board Top  20,  is  a  change  of  pace  from  her  days 
of  cone-shaped  bras  and  bedroom  attire  on 
stage.  Still  mastering  her  guitar-playing  tech- 
nique, Madonna  incorporated  much  of  her  skill 
with  the  stringed  instrument  into  this  song,  as 
well  as  into  "I  Deserve  It,"  and  "Gone." 

Songs  like  "Impressive  Instant,"  and  "Run- 
away Lover"  suck  the 

listener  into  the  world  of  late-night  dancing, 
lasers,  and  drunken  bar  pick-ups.  The  kind  of 
songs  that  are  played  in  nightclubs,  these  are  the 
two  most  upbeat  tracks  on  "Music."  Electronic 


sounds  mixed  with  lyrics  like,  "{Music}  touches 
everything  I'm  in,  got  to  have  it  every  day," 
declare  Madonna's  passion  for  life,  her  career, 
and  her  ever-changing  persona. 

"Amazing,"  another  one  of  Madonna's  new 
tunes,  recalls  the  music 
played  in  the  motion  picture  "Austin  Powers," 
with  a  flowing  beat  and  fading  '60s-type  sound 
effects.  Beginning  slowly  and  quietly,  "Amaz- 
ing" explodes  into  lyrics  like,  "If  only  I  could  let 
you  go.  Why  do  I  need  you  so?"  and,  "You  took 
a  poison  arrow  and  you  aimed  it  at  my  heart.  It's 
heavy  and  it's  bitter,  and  it's  tearing  me  apart." 

The  track  "What  It  Feels  Like  for  a  Girl"  is  a 
slow,  sultry  ballad, 

different  from  the  other  tracks  on  "Music." 
Filled  with  ideas  concerning  the  way  society 
expects  men  and  women  to  act,  the  song  asks 
why  gender  roles  cannot  be  bent.  Lines  such  as, 
"Girls  can  wear  jeans,  cut  their  hair  short ... 
because  it's  okay  to  be  a  boy.  But  for  a  boy  to 
look  like  a  girl  is  degrading,  because  you  think 
that  to  be  a  girl  is  degrading,"  verbalize  her 
view  of  society's  hypocrisy. 

Like  a  caterpillar  in  a  cocoon,  Madonna  has 
not  yet  reached  the  end  of  her  transformation. 
She  has  gracefully  transitioned  through  the 
stages  of  her  life,  both  professionally  and  per- 
sonally. 

However,  she  is  not  yet  a  butterfly.  Madonna 
is  a  woman  of  many  faces.  With  all  that  experi- 
ence under  her  belt,  who  knows  what  she'll  do 
next? 


Material    Mamma    strikes    an    array    of    poses 


by  Amy  Bobrowski 

She's  been  a  tramp,  a  lesbian,  a  domi- 
natrix,  a  techno  dance  diva,  a  cowgirl,  and 
then  took  on  the  shockingly  proper  role  of 
a  wife  and  mother.  It's  no  wonder  that 
throughout  her  42  years  Madonna  has 
piqued  the  interest  of  many.  It's  also  no 
surprise  that  her  Drowned  World  Tour 
2001,  the  first  time  she  has  toured  since 
her  Girlie  Show  in  1993,  was  virtually  sold 
out  months  before  the  12-city  29-date  tour 
even  began. 

To  my  continuous  amazement  and 
through  the  gracious  act  of  my  kind-heart- 
ed friend,  Tommy,  whom  I'd  love  to  adopt 
as  my  older  brother,  I  was  able  to  partici- 
pate in  this  music  extravaganza.    So  on 
July  26, 1  found  my  self  trying  to  make  it 
through  what  seemed  like  the  longest  day 
of  work,  before  I  headed  to  the  concert  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  in  NYC.  After 
checking  out  the  extremely  over  priced 
concert  souvenirs  (programs  $30,  key 


chains  $15,  and  shirts  ranging  from  $30- 
$130),  all  of  a  sudden  I  was  seated  in  the 
lower  section,  row  2  waiting  for  the  con- 
cert to  start  and  joyously  realizing  we 
were  so  close  to  the  stage  that  binoculars 
we  certainly  not  necessary.  What  took 


place  at  this  non-stop  event  proved  only  to 
mystify  and  amaze  the  audience. 

As  the  music  began,  this  diva  of  all 
divas  appeared  by  rising  through  the  floor, 
clad  in  Cruella  deVille  type  jacket  acces- 
sorized by  a  fuzzy  red  hat.  So  this  time 
instead  of  being  the  hooker  she  chose  to  be 
a  pimp.  Fittingly  the  show  began  with 
Drowned  World  as  part  of  its  punk  phase. 
On  Candy  Perfume  Girl,  Madonna 
impressed  fans  by  whipping  out  her  guitar, 
a  present  from  the  hubby,  and  flexed  her 
nicely  toned  biceps  as  she  jammed  with 
the  band.  A  clip  of  Mike  Myers  as  Austin 
Powers  introduced  the  next  song,  Beautiful 
Stranger.  While  psychedelic  lights  panned 
the  stage,  Madonna  responded  to  the 
actor's  comments  with  her  actions  and 
melodies. 

Frozen  produced  another  phase  of 
Madonna  culture.  The  performer  emerged 
from  back  stage  as  a  Japanese  geisha 
wearing  a  kimono  with  sleeves  26  feet 


long  each,  requiring  two  dancers  to  hold 
them  up.  In  a  "Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden 
Dragon"  style,  she  copied  the  movie's  sus- 
pended-in-air move  with  the  help  of  wires 
and  battled  her  dancers  with  martial  art 
during  Nobody 's  Perfect  and  Sky  Fits 
Heaven.  An  eerie  silence  came  over  the 
crowd  as  a  short  film  showed  Madonna 
battered,  followed  by  a  violent  cartoon  dis- 
playing what  many  assumed  to  be  a  rape. 
At  the  close  of  the  film,  Madonna  on 
stage,  shot  one  of  her  abusers. 

After  building  this  sense  of  audience 
intensity,  Madonna  brought  it  down  as  she 
traveled  to  the  Wild  Wild  West  for  her 
cowgirl  theme..  She  seductively  writhed 
on  top  of  a  mechanical  bull  while  belting 
out  Human  Nature  and  remained  in  char- 
acter as  she  sang  and  introduced  Funny 
Song  in  a  twang  accent.  A  cool  and  calm 
Madonna  rhythmically  sang  a  slower, 
more  pensive  version  of  You  '11  See. 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Continued  from  page  8 

The  final  and  most  charis- 
matic phase  of  the  show  succeeded 
in  making  the  audience  even  more 
excited  than  they  were  to  begin 
with.  The  singer's  first  hit.  Holi- 
day, which  propelled  Madonna  into 
instant  stardom  in  1983,  was  per- 
formed so  free  and  easy,  fans  were 
sure  that  their  idol  had  not  aged 
one  day  since  that  time.  What  It 
Feels  Like  for  a  Girl  was  sung  in 
Spanish  with  flamenco  dancers 
joining  in  and  continuing  their  rou- 
tine while  Madonna  sang  and 
played  acoustic  guitar  for  La  tela 
Bonita.  Because  "Music  makes  the 
people  come  together,"  Mother 
Music  sprung  out  with  a  burst  of 
confetti  to  encore  with  her  current 
biggest  hit,  Music. 


AmeriCulture  Festival  puts 
spotlight  on  the  family 


Madonna  makes  a  hit 
with  fans. 

Though  the  artist  steered  away 
from  her  big  hits  of  the  early  days 
(Like  a  Virgin,  Material  Girl,  Like 
a  Prayer-  all  concert  favorites),  she 
treated  the  audience  to  something 
much  deeper.  Fans  already  know 
the  old  Madonna.  This  was  a 
chance  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
new  one.  The  event  was  less  of  a 
concert  and  more  of  a  theatrical 
show,  the  point  not  merely  to  hear 
songs,  but  to  witness  their  societal 
impact.  "Express  yourself,  don't 
repress  yourself,"  from  Human 
Nature,  is  exactly  what  she  did,  did 
with  an  edge. 


Continued  from  page  6 

Catherine  Zambri,  noted  film  and 
theater  director  and  AmeriCulture 
veteran,  these  performances  show- 
case the  work  of  both  professional 
and  student  writers  as  they  explore 
and  celebrate 

everything  that  makes  up  the  meri- 
can  family. 

Of  course,  every  family  has  the 
member  nobody  talks  about. 

To  address  that  and  some  of  the 
more  lighthearted  elements  of  fami- 
ly life,  Alex  Goldberg  has  assem- 
bled the  Black  Sheep  Comedy 
Troupe. 

On  Thursday,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day nights  during  the  festival,  after 
the  lights  on  the  stages  around 
town  have  gone  down,  the  troupe 
will  gather  at  Slatterys  Restaurant 
and  Bar  for  improvisational  sketch- 
es and  games  patterned  after  those 
seen  on  ABC-TVs  "Whose  Line  Is 
It  Anyway?" 

It  will  be  a  different  show  every 
night  as  the  assembled  group,  com- 
prised of  professional  actors  and 
comedians  from  New  York  and 
selected  FSC  students  poke  fun  at 


the  oibles  of  American  family  life. 

Tickets  for  all  performances  are 
available  at  the  FSC  box  office 
weekdays  from  12:30  to  3:30  and 
at  the  new  FSC  Center  for  the  Arts, 
33  Main  Street,  Tuesday  through 
Thursday  from  10:00  to  5:00. 

Credit  cards,  checks  and  cash 
will  be  accepted  and  tickets  may  be 
ordered  by  telephone. 

Tickets  may  also  be  purchased 
at  the  door,  but  advance  purchases 
are  strongly  suggested. 

Telephone  reservations  can  be 
made  by  calling  978-665-3347  or 
978-345-7840.  Admission  is  $10, 
$7  for  senior  citizens  and  $5  for 
children. 

No  admission  fee  will  be 
charged  to  view  the  art  exhibits  or 
to  attend  the  performances  at  Slat- 
terys. 

A  festival  pass,  the  best  bargain, 
is  available  for  $25  for  individual 
or  $50  for  a  family  pass  (two  adults 
and  children).  Your  pass  will  be 
honored  at  all  events. 


Be  heard! 


Make  a  difference! 


Write  for  The  Point! 


hot 


More    Butter    Please 
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pet's  eyes  and  wondered  what  he  or  she  is  thinking  you'll  love  this  movie.  Many  films 
have  put  a  human  spin  on  our  beloved  companions  but  never  with  a  touch  of  James  Bond 
mixed  in.  There  are  plotting  Persians  and  ninja  Siamese.  Even  the  sight  of  high-tech 
equipment  popping  out  of  the  walls  of  the  inside  of  a  doghouse  is  enough  to  make  you 
laugh  out  loud.  The  greatest  thing  is  the  fact  that  the  humans  are  completely  unaware, 
left  without  a  clue  about  the  war  going  on  in  their  behalf.  There  is  a  great  cast  lending 
their  voices  to  the  pets  including  Jon  Lovitz,  Michael  Clark  Duncan,  Susan  Sarandon, 
and  Charlton  Heston.  The  human  cast  also  includes  Elizabeth  Perkins  as  Mrs.  Brody  and 
Alexander  Pollock  as  Scott  Brody.  The  creature  effects  where  also  the  best  I've  ever  seen 
mixing  computer  animation,  live  animals,  and  animatronics.  This  is  a  kid's  movie  and 
may  put  the  overly  mature  person  off  but  if  you're  still  a  kid  at  heart  you  should  find 
much  joy  in  this  playful  movie.  I  give  it  2Vi  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 
Current  release  date  to  VHS  and  DVD:  October  16,  2001 

Rush  Hour  2 

Jackie  Chan  and  Chris  Tucker  reunite  for  their  second  outing  as  Detective  Inspector 
Lee  and  Detective  James  Carter  in  Rush  Hour  2.  The  movie  takes  place  shortly  after  the 
first  movie  ended.  Carter  is  vacationing  in  Hong  Kong  with  Lee  as  his  guide  and  host. 
Lee's  job  interferes  in  those  vacationing  plans  and  they  both  end  up  mixed  up  with  a  case 
involving  smuggling  and  violence.  The  trail  leads  them  to  the  bad  guys'  American  allies, 
right  in  Carter's  own  Los  Angeles.  Only  Lee  and  Carter  can  stop  them  with  a  quick  kick 
and  a  quick  tongue. 

Most  sequels  never  live  up  to  their  predecessors.  This  is  one  of  the  rare  exceptions. 
The  original  was  a  good  movie  with  a  weak  ending.  Rush  Hour  2  takes  all  the  great  ele- 
ments in  the  original  and  cranks  them  up  a  notch.  The  humor  was  great  and  as  always 
Jackie  Chan's  martial  arts  sequences  where  spectacular.  The  plot  isn't  any  less  thin  than 
the  first  but  I  felt  that  the  ending  was  much  more  explosive.  If  you  missed  it  in  theaters 
keep  a  look  out  for  it  on  video.  I  give  it  3  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 

Scary  Movie  2 

The  sequel  to  the  hit  Scary  Movie  reunites  the  cast  for  a  second  outing  of  scary  hilari- 
ty. This  time  the  gang  is  invited  to  an  old  mansion  under  the  pretence  of  a  sleep  disorder 
research  project.  Their  Professor  (played  by  the  incredible  Tim  Curry)  has  more  sinister 
research  in  mind.  Before  long  the  gang  find  themselves  being  hunted  by  ghosts  as  they 
try  to  escape  the  mansion. 

This  movie  attacks  a  broader  variety  of  pop  culture  films  from  the  Exorcists  to  Mis- 
sion Impossible  2.  However  it  doesn't  do  it  as  well  as  the  original.  This  movie  falls  back 
on  crude  jokes  like  the  first  and  has  a  plot  as  thin.  That  worked  for  the  original  but  some- 
thing just  comes  up  missing  in  this  one.  Most  of  the  jokes  seem  forced,  perhaps  a  result 
of  the  Wayan  Brothers  being  pushed  by  the  studio  to  make  a  sequel  in  a  years  time. 
There  are  great  moments  in  the  film  that  are  hilarious,  but  these  moments  are  few  and  far 
between.  What  you  have  left  is  boring  and  tedious  to  watch,  as  the  characters  bumble 
around  the  mansion  in  a  desperate  attempted  to  keep  from  being  killed.  The  original  was 
a  comic  treat;  this  movie  just  leaves  a  cold  lump  in  the  stomach.  I  list  it  as  one  off  the 
worst  movies  of  the  summer  and  give  it  1  bucket  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 

American  Pie  2 

www.americanpiemovie.com 

The  whole  gang  from  American  Pie  returns  in  this  loveable  sequel.  This  time  around 
Jim  (Jason  Biggs),  Kevin  (Thomas  Ian  Nicholas),  Oz  (Chris  Kline),  Finch  (Edie  Kaye 
Thomas),  and  Stifler  (Sean  William  Scott)  have  survived  their  first  year  of  college  and 
are  returning  home  for  the  summer.  When  they  return  they  find  them  selves  unable  to  let 
go  of  the  past  and  the  way  things  were  in  high  school.  In  their  search  for  the  "next  step" 
in  life  they  rent  a  beach  house,  ready  to  make  it  a  summer  they'll  never  forget.  By  sum- 
mers end  it  all  ends  in  a  huge  party  to  end  all  parties.  Along  the  way  they  each  experi- 
ence mishaps,  setbacks,  and  the  joys  of  dealing  with  life's  little  changes. 

The  original  was  a  greatly  entertaining  film,  and  this  one  does  not  disappoint.  Though 
it  fails  to  reach  new  heights  above  and  beyond  the  first  this  charming  sequel  does  live  up 
to  it.  Like  looking  in  on  old  friends  you  get  to  experience  the  next  evolution  in  their 


characters  as  they  reunite  for  more  high  jinks.  Jim  tries  dealing  with  the  return  of  Nadia 
(Shannon  Elizabeth)  and  his  sexual  inexperience.  For  pointers  he  turns  to  the  loveable 
band  geek  Michelle  (Alyson  Hannigan).  Kevin  deals  with  his  now  ex-girlfriend  Vicky 
(Tara  Reid)  and  their  newfound  status  as  friends.  Oz  has  to  deal  with  a  long  distance 
relationship  with  his  girlfriend,  Heather  (Mena  Suvari),  who  is  over  seas  studying 
abroad.  Finch  tries  to  deal  with  his  obsession  over  Stifler's  mom  (Jennifer  Coolidge).  Sti- 
fler is  just  Stifler,  ever  on  the  look  out  for  the  next  sexual  conquest.  Eugene  Levy  returns 
as  the  oddly  cool  Jim's  Dad.  This  movie  has  a  playful  plot  but  never  looses  sight  of  the 
heartfelt  tenderness  that  made  the  original  such  an  enjoyable  classic.  I  give  it  3  buckets 
of  popcorn  out  of  4. 

Jurassic  Park  III 
http://jp3  .jurassicpark.com 

The  third  installment  of  the  Jurassic  Park  trilogy  finds  Sam  Neil  reprising  his  role  as 
Dr  Alan  Grant.  When  Paul  and  Amanda  Kirby  (William  H  Macy  &  Tea  Leoni)  approach 
Dr  Grant  it's  under  the  pretence  that  they  just  want  a  guide  for  their  flight  over  Isla 
Soma,  the  second  research  facility  of  InGen.  Needing  the  money  for  his  research,  Dr 
Grant  accepts.  Before  long  they  crash  land  on  the  island  and  find  them  selves  chases  by 
dinosaurs.  It  is  also  revealed  that  Paul  and  Amanda's  real  goal  was  to  find  their  son  who 
was  lost  parasailing  near  the  island.  While  being  chases  down  by  prehistoric  critters  Dr 
Grant  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Velociraptors  may  have  a  basic  language  skill, 
making  them  the  most  advanced  dinosaurs  to  have  lived. 

The  great  thing  about  this  movie  is  the  introduction  of  new  dinosaurs  such  as  the 
Spinosaurus.  The  effects  are  great  as  they  were  in  the  previous  movies  but  something  is 
missing  in  this  feature.  The  excitement  and  thrill  has  seemingly  faded.  There  is  less 
action  and  adventure  in  this  film  and  it  almost  seems  to  lack  anything  original.  The  story 
telling  is  pretty  good  and  this  film  may  appeal  to  those  who  are  less  into  action  flicks  but 
for  those  looking  for  a  thrill  this  movie  may  leave  you  disappointed.  Instead  of  breathing 
new  life  into  the  franchise  this  chapter  hints  that  they  may  be  on  the  way  to  extinction.  I 
give  it  2  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 

The  Mummy  Returns 

www.themummy.com 

In  this  long  awaited  and  anticipated  movie  the  mummy  Imhotep  (Arnold  Vosloo) 
returns  with  the  help  of  a  group  of  religious  followers  lead  by  the  reincarnated  Anck  Su 
Namun  (Patricia  Valazquez).  The  year  is  now  1933,  10  years  after  the  original  movie's 
events.  Rick  O'Connell  (Brendan  Fraser),  now  married  to  Evelyn  Carnahan  (Rachel 
Weisz),  discovers  an  ancient  bracelet  once  belonging  to  the  Scorpion  King  (Dwayne 
Johnson  AKA  The  Rock).  It  is  believed  that  the  bracelet  can  reawaken  the  long  dead 
Scorpion  King,  a  powerful  warrior  who  once  made  a  pact  with  the  gods.  The  O'Connel's 
son  Alex  (Freddie  Boath)  accidentally  locks  the  bracelet  on  his  arm.  It  isn't  much  longer 
before  the  forces  of  evil  steal  the  bracelet  and  Alex  away  to  reawaken  the  mummy  and 
add  its  power  to  Imhotep's.  John  Hannah  returns  as  well  as  Evie's  dim-witted  but  charm- 
ing brother  Jonathan  Carnahan. 

Most  sequels  don't  live  up  to  the  original.  The  same  can  be  said  about  this  one  but 
not  to  a  great  degree.  It  lives  up  to  the  expectations  of  any  sequel,  capturing  the  feel  of 
the  original  but  loosing  some  of  its  freshness.  Still,  The  Mummy  Returns  is  a  great  revisit 
to  the  characters  that  made  the  original  so  much  fun  to  watch.  One  pleasant  point  to  this 
movie  is  the  fact  that  the  hero  actually  stays  with  the  heroin  from  the  first  film.  This  may 
be  a  minor  thing  but  you  rarely  see  such  a  thing  in  sequels  and  it's  worth  noting.  Rachel 
Weisz  is  even  spunkier  in  this  movie  than  in  the  last  and  her  role  is  greatly  enhanced.  As 
with  the  first  movie  the  effects  are  done  well  but  are  little  more  than  variations  on  the 
ones  from  the  first.  The  biggest  treat  was  for  WWF  fans  that  get  to  see  The  Rock  in  his 
first  feature  film.  Though  his  role  is  small  he  is  non  the  less  impressive  as  the  sword 
swinging  Scorpion  King.  This  even  led  to  a  prequel  featuring  him  as  the  lead  character. 
Though  it  lacked  any  real  freshness  to  set  it  apart  from  the  first  Mummy  it  was  fun  to 
watch  and  I  give  it  2Vi  buckets  of  popcorn  out  of  4. 
The  Mummy  awakens  on  VHS  and  DVD  on  October  2,  2001. 
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rLATURLS 


Upward    Bounds 

sends    students 

in    right    direction 


by  Joanna  Jackson 

While  other  young  people  were  spending  their  summer  swimming, 
working,  or  just  hanging  out  with  friends,  60  students  from  high  schools 
in  Leominster  and  Fitchburg  were  spending  theirs  building  bug  collec- 
tions, performing  King  Lear,  and  building  and  programming  computerized 
robots. 

Upward  Bound,  a  six-week  college  preparatory  program,  hosted  by 
FSC  since  1989,  offered  classes  to  high  school  students  in  subjects  rang- 
ing from  Shakespeare  to  anatomy. 

Carol  McFarland,  program  director,  said  students  were  placed  in  class- 
es according  to  their  needs  and  interests,  and  the  program  was  designed  to 
make  the  students  feel  comfortable  being  at  the  college. 

According  to  Julie  Primeau,  Education  Coordinator,  the  goal  of  this 
Department  of  Education  funded  program  is  to  make  the  students  more 
confident  and  to  prepare  them  for  their  eventual  entrance  into  college. 

Twenty-three  non-credit  classes  were  offered  in  subjects  like  Enty- 
mology  and  Robotics,  and  each  student  took  a  minimum  of  four.  The 
classes  were  held  in  the  mornings  and  in  the  afternoon  students  participat- 
ed in  either  community  service  projects  or  intensive  classes  in  writing  or 
computers. 

Students  lived  in  the  dorms  during  the  week  an  went  home  on  week- 
ends. Natonia  Tramell,  an  Upward  Bound  alumni,  entered  theprogram  in 
1996  before  her  sophomore  year  and  returned  this  year  as  a  councilor. 
She  is  now  at  Clark  -Atlanta  University  in  Georgia  and  is  majoring  in 
criminal  justice.  McFarland  said  that  having  Tramell  back  was  good  for 
the  other  kids  because  they  saw  her  as  proof  that  it  was  possible  to  make 
it  to  a  good  college. 

Another  councilor,  Katy  Leedy,  was  on  an  internship  from  the  College 
of  Wooster,  Ohio.  "I  have  never  had  a  summer  job  that  I  love  more  than  I 
do  this  one,"  she  said.  After  almost  6  weeks,  she  said  the  experience 
had  been  "nothing  but  fun,"  preparing  her  for  her  eventual  job  as  a  high 
school  teacher. 

In  Eric  Sandens  math  class,  students  studied  probabilities  and  each 
designed  game  of  chance  for  a  casino  night  at  the  end  of  the  course.  Stu- 
dents came  up  with  games  that  were  based  on  chance  to  allow  the 
calculation  of  probabilities,  he  said. 

All  the  Upward  Bound  students  and  staff  participated  in  the  Probabili- 
ties and  Statistics  Night  using  poker  chips  and  Monopoly  money.  Each 
person  started  out  with  the  same  amount,  Sanden  said,  but  most  lost  all 
their  money  by  the  end  of  the  night.  Hopefully  this  also  taught  them  not 
to  gamble,  he  said. 

At  his  regular  teaching  position,  Sanden  said  "MCAS  sucks  up  the 
time  left  to  do  other  things"  and  it  is  rare  to  have  time  to  do  extra  projects 


like  this  that  are  possible  through  Upward  Bound. 

Sanden  said  the  reason  he  taught  at  Upward  Bound  instead  of  another 
program  was  because  the  students  wanted  to  be  there.  "They  give  up  six 
weeks  of  their  summer  to  be  here,  not  because  they  are  failing,  they  want 
to  do  better.  Some  are  not  doing  well,  but  a  lot  are  pushing  themselves." 

Selection  for  the  program  was  done  through  the  local  high  school 
guidance  councilors,  McFarland  said.  Students  applied  and  submited 
teacher  recommendations.  Most  students  go  for  all  four  years,  she  said, 
and  one  student  came  for  her  fifth  year,  "getting  a  final  boost  before  col- 
lege." 

Linda  Robillard,  a  science  teacher  at  Nashoba  Regional  High  School, 
taught  several  science  courses  at  Upward  Bound  and  suggested  the  enty- 
mology  class  since  "insects  are  [her]  thing." 

Students  in  this  class  spent  the  summer  chasing  insects  with  nets  and 
jars  and  pinning  them  to  display  boards.  Each  collection  contained  30 
insects  including  ants,  bees,  flies,  crickets,  June  bugs  and  butterflies. 

The  students  all  said  that  before  the  class  they  disliked  bugs,  but  now 
get  quite  excited  when  they  see  a  possible  addition  to  their  collections. 
As  to  why  they  took  the  course,  Erica  Boudreau,  who  is  going  into  the 
12th  grade,  said  "Any  science  is  good  science."  Jeffrey  Smith  agreed  say- 
ing, "Learning  is  fun,"  and  admited  that  he  now  likes  "seeing  weird 
bugs."  Renee  Beaupre  said  she  will  continue  collecting  bugs  even  though 
the  class  had  ended,  unlike  most  classes  which,  she  said,  she  is  happy  to 
see  finish. 

In  another  class,  Chris  McCullough  taught  a  class  on  Robotics  to 
focus  on  physics.  Students  used  Legos  to  build  robots  and  programmed 
them  to  perform  specific  tasks. 

Their  final  projects  involved  designing  robots  that  could  remove  six 
partially  filled  soda  cans  from  a  3-foot  diameter  circle  within  two  min- 
utes. And  while  the  robots  were  working  in  one  room,  in  another,  three 
young  girls  were  finger  deep  in  fetal  pig  organs. 

Each  carefully  cut  open  the  tiny  pig  in  front  of  them,  exposing  the 
insides  and  identifying  parts. 

Robillard  used  the  pigs  to  teach  anatomy.  "Look  at  the  pigs  and  think 
of  the  organs  in  the  human  body.  Remember,  these  are  mammals  too,"  she 
said.  One  girl  wanted  to  cut  the  umbilical  cord,  and  Robillard  used  the 
moment  to  discuss  how  it  worked  in  the  human  body. 

Sanden  said  that  he  saw  good  results  from  the  program. 

Students  go  on  to  college  who  would  not  necessarily  have  chosen  to 
go,  he  said.  Others  that  may  have  chosen  a  college  that  was  easier  to  get 
into,  get  scholarships  to  private  and  more  selective  colleges,  he  said. 
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Sports 


Precautions  taken  to  help  protect 
FSC  football  players  from  heat 


By  Melissa  Ganley 

In  the  middle  of  the  most  heated 
season  when  players  would  rather 
be  lying  on  the  beach,  practices  for 
fall  sports  begin.  Not  much  atten- 
tion is  usually  given  to  this  ritual, 
except  of  course  by  the  coaches  and 
players,  however  this  year  has  been 
treated  differently  than  previous 
years.  The  Media  has  devoted 
much  attention  to  summer  sports 
practices,  especially  football.  This 
is  due  to  the  amount  of  deaths  relat- 
ed to  sports  practices  in  the  sum- 
mer's heat. 

As  of  August  second  there  were 
three  deaths  related  to  the  intensi- 
ties of  football  practices  and  the 
extreme  heat.  Korey  Stringer  of  the 
Minnesota  Vikings  died  at  the  age 
27  of  heat  stroke  related  symptoms. 
An  incoming  Florida  college  fresh- 
man, Eraster  Autin,  died  of  compli- 
cations also  related  to  heat  stroke. 


And  17  year  old  Travis  Stowers 
died  of  an  apparent  brain  aneurysm. 
Last  year,  throughout  the  contry, 
there  were  an  estimated  13  athlete 
deaths  from  heat  related  illnesses. 

With  all  the  media  hype 
about  making  sure  players  have 
access  to  water,  proper  nutrition, 
and  rest  time,  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege is  taking  precautions  to  protect 
its  players.  Before  each  team 
begins  its  first  practice  Todd 
Souliere,  FSC's  athletic  trainer, 
heads  a  class  that  informs  the  play- 
ers about  proper  nutrition  during 
the  season,  the  importance  of  drink- 
ing water  throughout  practice,  and 
knowing  one's  own  limits.  Adam 
Keyes,  one  of  FSC's  sophomore 
football  players,  explained,  "The 
most  important  thing  they  do  is 
reassure  us  that  it  is  o.k.  to  be  tired. 
The  biggest  fear  an  athlete  has  is 
that  his  teammates  will  make  fun  of 


him  for  being  a  wimp  and  not 
doing  everything  in  practice.  The 
coaches  assure  you  that  they 
respect  you  if  you  have  to  leave  a 
practice.  They  understand  that  peo- 
ple have  physical  limitations  and 
they  let  you  know  that  they  think  it 
is  a  smart  move  to  leave  for  one 
half  of  a  practice  rather  then  be  lost 
for  a  season  because  you  tried  to 
push  yourself  too  hard."  The  play- 
ers are  also  provided  with  as  much 
water  and  Gatorade  type  products 
as  they  need  to  be  hydrated  during 
practice.  If  Todd  or  any  of  the 
coaches  notice  a  particular  player 
not  drinking  enough  water  or  push- 
ing too  hard  during  practice,  that 
player  is  pulled  aside  afterwards 
and  reminded  of  the  importance  of 
these  things  and  encouraged  to  be 
cautious. 

It  is  beneficial  to  the  players 
to  make  sure  their  bodies  are  pre- 


pared before  practices  even  start. 
Adam  suggests  that  players  "come 
to  preseason  in  shape.  Run  all  sum- 
mer, workout,  and  get  ready  to  do 
your  job."  In  order  to  avoid  fatigue 
and  heat  related  illnesses  during 
summer  work-outs  and  practices,  it 
is  important  to  maintain  a  healthy, 
well  balanced  diet.  Avoiding  prac- 
ticing during  the  peak  hours  of 
heat,  between  the  hours  of  10  am 
and  3  pm  is  also  reccommended. 

The  health  of  FSC  athletes 
has  been  and  will  continued  to  be 
watched  after,  while  the  athlete 
continue  to  take  good  care  of  them- 
selves. 

In  the  past  two  years  there 
have  been  only  been  complaints 
about  very  minor  heat  related 
fatigue.  Hopefully  other  schools  are 
taking  actions  like  FSC's  to  avoid 
such  tragedies. 


Find  out  what's  happening 
on  campus:  Read  The  Point 

every  week  for  news, 
entertainment  and  sports. 
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